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Glen Ridge School Community, 
 

I want to thank members of the school community for their patience and understanding during 
the first week of school.  The storm certainly provided its challenges and I know that some families 
suffered property damage.  I hope that damage was minimal and everyone is safe.  The district also 
sustained storm damage.  I am grateful to our maintenance, custodial, and technology staff for 
working during the long weekend to ensure that the buildings could reopen.   
 

Storm Damage 

Ridgewood Avenue bore the brunt of the damage, with a portion of the basement flooded.  The 
lower gym floor and the drywall of the exterior wall in the adjacent computer room will need to be 
replaced.  The Central School playground has blacktop issues near the storm drains. The 
remaining damage in the district appears at this time to be minor. 
 

As a result of the storm, we had to use two emergency days.  There are three emergency days built 
into the school calendar.  If the district exceeds three emergency days, make-up days will be taken 
from the February winter break or the April spring break. 
 

Pandemic 

I want to remind parents that it is vital to follow our wellness protocols to maintain a safe and 
healthy school environment.    
 

Parents should not send students to school when sick. For school settings, NJDOH recommends 
that students with the following symptoms be promptly isolated from others and excluded from 
school:  

 At least two of the following symptoms: fever (measure or subjective), chills, rigors 
(shivers), myalgia (muscle aches), headache, sore throat, nausea or vomiting, 
diarrhea, fatigue, congestion, or runny nose;  

OR  
 At least one of the following symptoms: cough, shortness of breath, difficulty 

breathing, new olfactory disorder, or new taste disorder. 
 
For students with chronic illness, only new symptoms or symptoms worse than baseline should be 
used to fulfill symptom-based exclusion criteria. 
 

Parents are encouraged to reach out to their children’s school nurses for information or the 
answers to health questions. 
 

Parents will need to sign in to Skyward monthly to complete the wellness form digitally. The 
district will send out monthly reminders. 
 

https://skyward.iscorp.com/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wseduglenridgenj/seplog01.w


The New Jersey Department of Health (NJDoH) issued a public health school update, NJDOH 
School Recommendations, on September 1.  The changes to the document include the travel 
restriction recommendations (page 7), exclusion criteria chart (page 12), and the use of home-
based tests (page 15).   We will review the updates with the local Department of Health 
(DoH).  Our practice is to follow their recommendations. 
 

District information pertaining to the pandemic can be found on our webpage, GRPS District 
Health Updates. 
 

September 11 

This year marks the twentieth anniversary of the September 11 attacks.  Glen Ridge lost seven 
residents on that day, and numerous families in town were directly impacted by the loss of family 
members and friends.  As a former building administrator, it is a day that will always stay close to 
my heart.  Each of the schools will be honoring the anniversary with age-appropriate activities 
that may include: remembering the events, recognizing the heroic actions of our first responders, 
and celebrating the numerous patriotic acts that occurred throughout our county at that time.   
 

BOE Meeting 

The next Board of Education meeting will be held on Monday, September 13, with the public 
session beginning at 7:00.  The meeting will be in person at the high school’s Media Center and 
live-streamed.  All attendees are required to wear a mask. Please follow the protocols found at 
BOE Meetings if you are unable to attend but would like to submit a written public comment.  
 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TDrGcp8lD-wTvDb24A3gzM_AuHX55yXJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TDrGcp8lD-wTvDb24A3gzM_AuHX55yXJ/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/glenridge.org/districthealthupdates/home
https://sites.google.com/glenridge.org/districthealthupdates/home
https://www.glenridge.org/domain/12

